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PIGFORD-WELLS 


The information for the background of the present subject, 

Elizabeth Wells, was in substance taken from the Wells and Allied 
Families. This 90-page mimeographed record was published in 1938 by 
Guy Herbert Wells, LLD erstwhile president of the Georgia State College 
for Women. (Elizabeth Wells Pigford was Shirley Jackson Davis' great- 
great grandmother's sister.) 

According to this record, the first of this Wells family, Jacob 
Wells I came to this country with the DeGraffenreid colonists in 1710. 
Jacob Wells was a native of Basel, Switzerland. With him came his family 
consisting of his wife and their sons: Jacob II, Henry and Martin. 
Another child died enroute. Special permission was granted to the family 
to postpone burial of this child until they reached the United States. 
Their boat docked first on the James River in Virginia. The colonists 
made their way from this point in New Berne, North Carolina. 

Jacob Wells I settled on the east side of Yokey Swamp about two-miles 
southwest of the present town of Magnolia, North Carolina. 

Jacob Wells II was twelve years of age when his family arrived in 
New Berne in 1710. Не married a Miss Wright. They settled on the west 
side of Yokey Swamp. They had seven children, the oldest of whom was 
Jacob Wells 111. | 

Jacob Wells III married Nancy Boney in 1785. (This Nancy Boney was 
Shirley Jackson Davis' great-great-great grandmother.) They settled on 
the east side of Rockfish Creek, west of Wallace, North Carolina. He died 
in 1826. Nancy Boney died in 1833. They had 14 children, one of whom was 
the present subject: Elizabeth Wells,(sister to Shirley Jackson Davis' 
great-great grandmother.) 

On page nine of the Wells and Allied Families, the children of 
Jacob Wells III and Ann "Nancy" Boney, is recorded. A simple statement 
concerning Elizabeth is entered. It reads: "Betsy married Tim Pigford, 
and moved to Georgia.” | | 

Betsy (Betty or Elizabeth) was widowed in 1823, was entered in the 1830 
Duplin County, N. ©. census as the head of a family. She moved with some 
of her children about 1832 to Toomsuba, Lauderdale County, Mississippi. 
She was entered in the 1840 Lauderdale County, Mississippi census as 
„ead of a family. In 1958, a gravestone was found in the Old Pigford 
Cemetery near Toomsuba. It was inscribed as follows: 


i 
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ELIZABETH WELLS 
daughter of J and N Wells 
wife of T -Pigford 
Born (March or April) 1791 
died November 1848 


There is a historical marker by the side of a road which leads to 
Toomsuba, Mississippi. The marker indicates that the OLD PIGFORD FAMILY 
CEMETERY is nearby. (Northwest corner of Sec. 1, ТӨМ, R17E, Lauderdale 
County. Тһе cemetery qualified for a historical marker because it is 
the original cemetery used by a pioneer family that played an integral 
part in the settlement of this area during the early part of the 19th 
century. The first member of the family was buried in 1845, and the 
last one in 1890. William Wells Pigford and Jacob Wells Pigford were 
Confederate soldiers who died on the same day in 1862 while both were 
home on sick leave.) 

The marker states: 

OLD PIGFORD CEMETERY 
One mile north is buried Timothy Pigford"s widow, 
Elizabeth Wells and others of her family. She moved 
from Duplin County, North Carolina about 1832 to 
lands deeded by the Choctaw Nation in the 1830 
Dancing Rabbit Creek Treaty. | 


Other interesting facts about the Well-Pigford lineage: 

Jacob Wells III is listed on page 587 in the North Carolina 
Roster of Revolutionary War Soldiers. ' 

Jacob Wells III married his first cousin once-removed, Ann "Nancy" 


Boney. 


· Compiler: 
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In the 1820 Census for Conecuh County, Alabéena (which county then touched 
Florida and included most of present day Escambia County, Alabama, md a 

part of Covington County) there is listed the household of Morris Boney with 
one mele over 21 years of age (him), 1 female under 21 years of age (his wife 
we suppose, and we think Lucy), and one male under 21 years of age (we think 
John Boney). John would have been only about l year old then (1820). Owen 
was not born until 1822. We think that Morris died shortly after Owen's birth 
and thet Morris! widow married John Lanier. Records in Conecuh County burned 
in 1865 so that we cannot confirm our suppositions here, but as stated earlier, 
John Lanier and family were in Escambia County, Florida, in 1830. Conecuh 


Е 


County, Alabama, апі Escambia County, Florida, joined each other at that times >. 


No record of the marriage was found in Florida. As you see 
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hat name’ that we have found had their" roots in Duplin County, North:Caro 
John Boney in the 1000 Census shows orn in North Carolina 


1820 Census his father may have moved to Alabama. But let us inject that in 
1820 the line between Florida and Alabama was very indefinite; there was no 
Census of Florida for 1820 except as the folks there were recorded in adjoining 
states and that just might have been what happened to Morris Boney and family; 
they could have been in what is now Florida but counted ard recorded in Alabama. 
But by 1835 the John Lanier family (of which John ad Owen Boney: were then а! 


‘part Х had moved to Sumter County, Alabama, maybe right after the 1830 Census. 


In so moving they no doubt traveled the Tombigbee River which was then and for 
many years after the principal means of travel in all that area, and they had no 
doubt passed where the Penny and Kinsey Boney families lived in Clarke County 
just to the southeast of Sumter County. 1% is between the years 1830 and 1810 
that Penny Boney md Felix Boney sell out in Clarke County, Alabama, and leap- 
frog some ЦО or 50 miles to Lauderdale County, Mississippi. Could it just be 
possible that Penny during this time had a little extra cash ard for who we 
believe were her two grandsons, John and Owen, while they were about 15 аа 13 
years of age, respectively, bought the lO acres of lend mentioned earlier? 

Note from the 1810 Census record of Lauderdale County, Mississippi, she was 
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.in this paragraph is supposition; however again.we emphasize-that the “BONEY E 
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зла that he himself was born in Florida. The latter is possible and before the | 


well able to do this. We believe’ that John апі Owen's father was her son and "us 


an older brother of Kinsey and Felix, also Polly and possibly others; she (Penny) 
being James! widow. Judging from Felix's birth date (1815), who seems to have 
been her youngest, Penny was probably born about 1776 and could easily have been 
Morris! mother and the grandmother of John ard Owen We want the reader to form 
bis own opinion after weighing the facts. Both Boney and Lanier families were 
Frérch Huguenots ог. s tt у members of а fámnily were уёгу: devoted) 
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In Volume I of "Pioneer Families of Sumter County, Alabama" there is reference 


' Фе Wimberk Boney (we think the youngest son of the North Carolina man of the 


same пеше whose will was probated in 1801 in Duplin County) and his family. "We 
have already indicated we believe he was in Monroe County, Alabama, in 1821. He 
had a very devoted friend, Hichard Newton, also of Duplin County, who was with 
him in Sumter County and who had 2150 earlier lived in Monroe County. This 
year (1969) we had a letter from Mrs. Paul Galloway (wife of Methodist Bishop 
of the little Rock area) in which she quotes from a document prepared in 1936 
by her grandfather, William Beattie Boney, who was а grandson of Wimberk Boney 
of Sunter County, Alabama, through his oldest son, Richard Boney. Richard md 


his brother William 0: Boney moved to Caddo Parish, Louisiana, probably in the 


1850's or soon thereafter. From the Shreveport area descendents scattered to 
points in Texas, Camden ard Stamps, Arkansas, and elsewhere. 


Kinsey and Felix Boney with their families spent perhaps 20 or more (their 

lest) years in Lauderdale County, Mississippi. Our sources of information 

are several and what we give will be that which we believe to be the most 
accurate. For Kinsey the 1050 Census does not list all his children for some 
are married or for other reasons are not at home. We are not sure the listing 
is in birth order; dates given are from various sources and may not be correct 
in every case. Kinsey's children: 1. Arulia Jane, born Aug. 21, 1825, married 
William Wells Pigford (distant cousin) Sept. 29, 1812, died May 1, 1910, she hed 


0 children. 2. James, died young, no dates. 3. Green Livingston Boney (first 


name from his mother's maiden name), born June 11, 1829, died 1915; record of his 
life and activities in Louisiana Biographical and Historical Sketches, prominent. 
у. Margaret M. (по data on her}. 5. James Robert Boney (appears in 1860 Census 
for Lauderdale County with wife апд 2 childrens; he was then 28 and had а son Jacob 
ага 2. 6. Amelia Anna, married A . Pearce Feb. 10, 1353;. nothing is known 
further except that she had a descendent, Robbie Jones in Longview, Texas in 1960 
who had done extensive work on family history; we believe she has descendents in 


c. Tallulah, Louisiana. 7. Kinsie Lewis (no dates nor any other information is known 


to the writers on him). 8. Rachel Keziah; Williams Family History indicates she 
. married a Joiner, had 3 children, two of whom died with meningitis and 3rd one-was 


left deaf by it; this child, Molly was adopted and educated at Talledega, Ala.; : 
evidently the mother died also. (But a very interesting thing comes up here: the 
second son of John Boney of Choctaw County, Alabama, named one of his daughters 
the exact same name: Rachel Keziah). 9. Elizabeth Mary (called "Eliza Mae"); we 
read somewhere that she was Kinsey's youngest daughter by his first wife, that she 
was living with her sister at the time of the 1850 Census, then age 10; she, too, 
married a distant cousin, Boney Usher Williams, and considerable detail is given 
on her in the "Incomplete History of the Williams Family." If you read that 
document you will find that we vary some from its contents. That document mentions 
a Nancy Boney who married a Jones; remember that Kinsey's sister Polly married 
Samuel Jones in 1820; this Nancy may possibly have been a child of Kinsey that we 
do not know about, maybe by the second wife. The 1850 Census mentions another 
child, C. William, that was evidently a child by the second wife. Nothing is 
known further about him. | | » 

РА „ мрису Шиа т © 
Felix Boney with femily is listed in both the 1850 and/1860 ‘Census. It is not 
known for sure, but we repeat that we believe his wife was a distant cousin, that 
she was a daughter of б. F. Byrd Williams and wife, Martha Wells Williams. His 
first child was born about 1839 and named Martna, we think for her grandmother. 
Some of the names of the children are not clear in the Census records but besides 
Martha there were: 2. Eleander. 3. Магу. Ц. James. 5. John К. 6. Charles (John 
Boney of Choctaw County had a son of the same name born that year also). 7. Bird 
Villiam. 8. Реда А. 9. Nancy. 10. Another whose name we do have who was born 
after the 1860 Census. This year (1969) we attended а Boney Clan Reunion in 
Wallace, North Carolina, and were met there by a granddaughter of Bird W. Boney 
(see 7 above), Mrs. Melba Boney Wells, Cameron, Texas. Mrs. Wells has done 
considerable research on her family. She tells us that about 1869, after Felix 
had died, his widow and sevural of the Boney children went to Grimes County, 
Texas, along with quite a few relatives including Jones and Williams families 
from Lauderdale County, Miss. The Boneys were well-to-do farmers all through 
that area in the years that followed. Mrs. Wells' father, William Arthur Boney, 


‘was a banker in Bedias, Texas. Some of the name moved to Houston, ап Madison-. 


ville, Texas. It is interesting to the writers that sons of John and Owen of 
Choctaw County, Alabama, followed almost the exact same route md went just 
on beyond Grimes County to Bell County, Texas, some in the early 1870's and 
others a few years later. 


positive has been found or confirmed on Jacob Boney. However, in Clarke 
County, Alabama, we have found that Polly Boney married Samuel Jones 

February 11, 1620; Kinsey Boney married seziah Green January 3, 1825, and he 
married a second time July 27, 1853 to Elizabeth Bradley. Descendents say 
these two Boneys were James Boney's children. Kinsey Boney will be dis- 
cussed later. Also in Clarke County, Alabama, William Boney married Amelia J. 
Green January 1, 1632; his wife must have been a sister or near relative to 
Kinsey's first wife because hinsey named one of his daughters Amelia A. Boney. 
Vie are not sure who William himself was. ln the 1860 Census for Choctaw 
County, Alabama, there is listed a Martha L. Boney (evidently a widow) with 
several children that would well fit in age for William's but the wife's name 
does not fit, unless his first wife died and he remarried. We must say we do 
not know the origin of William, nor do we know what became of him or of the 
Martha І. Boney children. Мо further record has been found of them though 
they were in the same area as the other Boneys. 


In the 1830 Census for Clarke County, Alabama, there is a Penny Boney, said 

by descendents of James to have been his widow amd that she was a Wells before 
marriage. With Penny (Penelope) is listed one male, age 15, said to be her 
youngest son, Felix. The 1840 Census found both Penny and Felix in Lauderdale 
County, Mississippi; this is perhaps not more than 10 miles northwest of where 
they had lived in Alabama in 1830. Penny in 1810 was between 60 and 70 years 
of age; she had then 1 male slave and female slaves. The 1850 Census finds 
both Kinsey and Felix in Lauderdale County, Miss; the 1860 Census finds them 
tnere again with larger families. In 1860 Kinsey's son, J. В. Boney, has а 
small family there also. Kinsey and Felix both died before 1070, we believe. 
Ve do not know what happened to J. В. Boney. From an "Incomplete History of 
the Williams Family" (Lauderdale County, Miss.) and from North Carolina Boney 
records combined, we know that a daughter of Ann (Nancy) Boney Wells (sister 
of James, Jacob, et al), Martha Wells, married Byrd Williams and moved to 
Lauderdale County, Miss., about 1839 (she had grown children by this time). 
Another daughter of Ann (Nancy) Boney Wells married a Pigford; we do not know 
how much of the Pigford family moved to Mississippi, but by Pigford descendents 
we were told that a William Wells Pigford married Arulia Jane Boney, the 
daughter of Kinsey in tha early 180's and lived first near Toomsuba, Miss., 
and later near Lockhart Station, both in Lauderdale County. William Wells 
‘Pigford and his wife, Arulia Jane Boney, would have been second generation 
cousins, grandchildren of sister and brother. There were other marriages 
between Williams family members aid Boneys. Eliza Mae Boney, Kinsey's youngest 
daughter, married Boney Usher Williams, and we are almost positive that Felix 
Boney's wife, Nancy, was a daughter of Byrd Williams and his wife, Martha Wels 
Williams because they named one son Byrd or Bird, in fact Bird William Boney. 
For Grandfather Byrd Williams? Some of the families remained in Lawerdale 
County, Mississippi; some went to the Tallulah, Louisiana, area; others went to 
the Grimes County, Texas, area. The families have scattered far. 


For a time these people lived, all of them, just a relative few miles from 
where John ага Owen Boney lived in 1835 and thereafter, in 1820 and for a time 
in Clarke County, Ala., then crossing either where John md Owen were or near 
where they were and on into eastern Laudlerdele County, Miss., just to the west 
of John and Owen.  Wimberk (II) had lived in the same county with John ard Owen 
for a time until his death in 1845. 
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In the beginning, God created the heaven 
and the earth, man and woman. Somewhere in a 
faraway land, our lineage began. 

Joggi begat Weinbert, and Weinbert begat 
Nancy. Nancy bore Martha, who gave birth to 
Boney. 

The same Joggi begat Weinbert, and Weinbert 
begat James. James begat Kinsey, and Kinsey 
begat Eliza Mae. 

Boney and Eliza were second cousins who 
married and gave birth to thirteen children. 

The Boni lineage has. been traced to Swit- 
zerland, but we know they had been in France 
earlier because they were Huguenots. National 
records show that Joggi, Eva and their seven 
children crossed the ocean and landed on the 
North Carolina shores in 1736. Determination 
and trust in God gave them the courage to make 
it to America! I appreciate their efforts. 

Our relatives number into the thousands, ' 
and are scattered far and wide. The purpose 
of this bit of genealogy I have compiled is 
so that some of our generations will know 
from whence they came. 


Shirley Jackson Davis 
1983 
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The Boneys were Huguenots, French Protestants in the 16th and 
17th centuries, who were members of the Reformed or Calvinistic 
communion. Because of religious persecution, the Boneys fled from 
France into Switzerland. 

It is not known how long Joggi Boni's (our Jacob Boney) descen- 
dants had lived in Switzerland, but we do know the Huguenots were a 
close-knit group very devoted to others in the family. Where or when 
Joggi was born is not known, but he is listed as being from Frenc- 
kendorf, Switzerland, and his wife, Eva Zeller, from Gibenach, Swit- 
zerland. Joggi and Eva wanted to leave Switzerland for America. 

Their church used strong efforts to discourage them from leaving, 

but Joggi was determined. He, his wife and seven children slipped 
away, leaving a note at the church which stated: "They trusted the 
good God would not forsake them in their troubles." (What courageous 
people!) Going by way of Holland and Scotland, they arrived in North 
Carolina in 1736 as religious refugees. This was the origin of our 
Boney Family in America! | 

Reference: Volume II, page 99, Lists of Swiss Emigrants in the 18th 
Century to the American Colonies by Faust and Brumbaugh, and the book 
titled The Wells Family, written by J. W. Wells (deceased) of Arkansas. 
In this book, it is stated that relatives went to Switzerland years 
ago and obtained their information from church records which they 
translated. The book is now out of print, but our cousin, Emily Boney 
Bell of Gatlinburg, Tennessee, has one. It is said to be "as thick as 
a Sears catalog". | 

The names of Joggi and Eva's seven children who came to America 
with them were: Elssbet, Joggi II, Verena, Anni, Barbara, Michel, and 
Weinbert. We know of only опе; the youngest son, Weinbert, who was 
our Wimberk Boney. He was born in Switzerland on October 7, 1731. He 
was five years old when he came to America. Не married Catherine 
Tetsche (Teachey) in North Carolina in 1760. They lived near Wallace, 
North Carolina. Wimberk was a Revolutionary War Soldier. Не died 
September 18, 1801. It is because of the will he left in Duplin 
County, North Carolina, we are able to follow our lineage. 
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The will listed ten children: Daniel, Jacob, John, Ann "Nancy" 
Boney Wells, James, Elizabeth Player, William, David, Michael, and 
Wimberk II. Our direct line descends from Ann "Nancy" Boney Wells 


and James. The relationship is as follows: 


Joggi Boni------------------ same------------------ Joggi Boni 
fathered fathered 
Wimberk Boney I------------- same------------------ Wimberk Boney I 
who fathered | who fathered 
Ann "Nancy" Boney Wells----- sister and brother----James Boney 
who gave birth to who fathered 
Martha Wells Williams--------- first cousins------- Kinsey Boney 
who gave birth to who fathered 
Boney Usher Williams.------- second cousins-------- Elizabeth Mary 


(Eliza Mae) Boney. 


Joggi Boni was great-great grandfather to Boney Usher Williams 
and to Eliza Mae Boney. Wimberk Boney I is the great grandfather to 
both. Boney and Eliza Mae were married in 1857. 

Boney Usher Williams was the son of G.F. Byrd Williams and Martha 
Wells Williams. Byrd was born in Duplin County, North Carolina, in 
1796. He was the son of John and Nancy Wallace Williams. John and 
Nancy are buried in North Carolina. John died in 1849. 

С.Е. Byrd Williams was а private in the War of 1812. We cannot 
find any records that indicate what the initials: G.F. represents. In 
1818, Byrd married Martha Wells. She was the daughter of Jacob and 
Ann "Nancy" Boney Wells, III. Byrd and Martha lived in North Carolina 
until 1839, when they moved to Lauderdale County, Mississippi, near | 
the settlement of Toomsuba. Byrd was a farmer and cooper by trade. 

He and Martha were the parents of four sons and four daughters. Names 
of only five of the children are known: John, Boney, Elizabeth, Nancy, 
and Robert. | mE 

Robert died of yellow fever. Не was not married. Elizabeth, 
(Betsy), married а Rogers and had four children. After her husband 
died, she married a White, and had four more children. The most remem- 
bered of her children was Cook Rogers, who was a prosperous nurseryman 


in Toomsuba. He lived to be 101 years old. John and Nancy each married, 


but to whom is not known. 


four of seven pages 


Boney Usher Williams was born in Wilmington, North Carolina, 
March 5, 1834. He moved to Toomsuba, Mississippi, with his parents 
in 1839, when he was five years old. He married his second cousin, 
Elizabeth Mary (Eliza Mae) Boney, January 4, 1857. This union pro- 
duced thirteen children. „у^ | 

Boney's wife, Eliza Mae, was the youngest daughter of Kinsey апа 
Keziah Green Boney. Kinsey was the son of James, whose wife was 
Penelope (Penny) Wells Boney. James and Penny were from North Caro- 
lina and are buried there. Kinsey Boney (in some records, the name is 
spelled: Kensey), was born in 1795. He moved to Choctaw County, Ala- 
 bama, where he married Keziah Green. То them were born nine children: 
James, Green Livingston, James Robert, Kinsie Lewis, Nancy, Rachel 
Keziah, Arulia Jane, Elizabeth Mary, Margaret M., and Amelia Anna. 

James Boney died young. Arulia Jane, born August 24, 1826, mar- 
ried her cousin, William Wells Pigford,in 1842. They had ten children. 
Arulia Jane died May 1, 1910. She is buried at the Methodist Church 
Cemetery, Lockhart Station, MS. Green Livingston Boney, (first name 
from his mother’s maiden name), was born June 11, 1829. Не died in 
1915. Record of his life and activities are recorded in the Louisi- 
ana Biographical and Historic Sketches. He was prominent. There are 
no records on Margaret M. Boney. James Robert Boney, wife and two 
Shildren were listed in 1860 census for Lauderdale County. Amelia 
Anna Boney married Andrew J. Pearce February 10, 1853. Nothing else 
known. Кіпѕіе Lewis, no information. Rachel Keziah Boney married а 
Joiner. She and two of her children died of Meningitis. A third 
child, Mollie, became a deaf mute because of the same disease. She 
was adopted by foster parents who had her educated in the Talladega 
School for the Deaf, Talladega, AL. Mollie married a Kearney, and 
both taught in the Mississippi School for the Deaf, Jackson, MS. 
Elizabeth Mary (Eliza Mae) Boney was born May 10, 1839, in Maringo | 
County, AL. She married Boney Usher Williams. To them were bern 
thirteen children: Albert Wells, Elizabeth Arulia, Boney Usher, Jr., 
Atlanta Georgia, John Asa, James Kinsey, Robert Edwin, Alice, Lula 
Octavia, Ada Virginia, Ida Vivian, Richard Clay, and Herbert Harmon. 
Ada and Ida were twins. 


Albert (Abb) Wells Williams, born February 3, 1858, married Sarah 
(Sallie) Williams, (same surname, no relation), December 9, 1880, 


Ib 
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Abb and Sallie had twelve children: Howard, Clifford, Nettie, 
Carrie, Grady, Evie, Ada, Vivian, Leo, Mary Gay, Willard and a child 
who died in infancy. 
Elizabeth (Lizzie) Arulia Williams was born March 19, 1860. She 
married James Lafayette (Fal) Williams, (same surname, no relation. 
Fat’ was the brother of Sarah (Sallie) Williams, who had married Abb. 
Fay was an ordained Baptist minister, school teacher, and farmer. He 
and Lizzie had nine children: Clyde, Ottie, Mamie, Lyda, Maude, Stella, 
Virgie, Earl and Boney. 
Boney Usher Williams, Jr. was born August 5, 1862. He was an 
ordained Baptist minister and ministerial student at Clinton College, 
(now known as Mississippi College), in Clinton, Mississippi. He died 
of pneumonia there at the age of twenty-one in 1884. He was not mar- 
ried. Boney was buried at Teomsuber Mississippi. ^M. Zion, осо бт 
Atlanta (Lantie) Georgia Williams, born July 13, 1864, was so Cla hp 
named by her father who was fighting in the Battle of Atlanta at the С. 
time of her birth. She married Thomas Рога. То them were born six A 
children: Martie, Lawrence, Tommy Jeffy, Era, Winnie and William. 
Winnie and William were twins. He died in infancy. Lantie is buried 
at Buckatunna, MS, beside her husband. 
John Asa Williams was born September 17, 1866. He married Lula 
Mae Powell. They had three children: Lyle, Howell, and Jewel. John 
was a farmer and carpenter for many years in Lauderdale County, М5, 
before moving to Pensacola, Florida. John and Lula аге buried in 
St. John's Cemetery, Pensacola. 
James (Jim or J.K.) Kinsey Williams was born September 1, 1868. 
He married the widow of McGrady Camp, whose name was Nettie Evelyn 
Sims. They had four children: Irma (who died in infancy), Chastain, 
Wack and Ruth. Jim and his wife are buried at Toomsuba, MS. 
Robert (Bob) Edwin Williams was born September 2, 1870. Не mar- 
ried Lettie Ellafair Campbell of Pensacola, Florida. They made their 
home in Pensacola where he was a lumber inspector for exports, owner 
of a grocery store and service station, and a farmer. Bob and Ella 
had seven children. There were four sons: Avery, Roger Boney, James 
Edwin, and Richard Paul, and one daughter: В.Е. Two other children 
died soon after birth. Bob died January 30, 1929. Не and Ella are 


buried in St. John's Cemetery in Pensacola. 


à 
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Alice Williams was born Oct. 13, 1872. She died December 16, 

1875, at the age of three years. 

Lula Octavia Williams was born December 18, 1874. She never mar- 
ried. She became mentally ill after a long illness of Typhoid Fever. 
She died September 24, 1937. 

Ada Virginia Williams was born December 31, 1876. She married 
Alonza Berriman Camp, October 18, 1894. They had seven children: 
Herman, Quintus, Carter, Ava Dee, Usher, Evelyn, and Aymond Boney. 
Ada and her husband are buried at Salem Baptist Church Cemetery, 
Kewanee, Mississippi. | 

Ida Vivian Williams, twin to Ада, died at the age of six months, 
June 25, 1877. | | 

Richard Clay Williams was born September 2, 1879. He married 
Virginia (Virgie) Doris Rainer, February 17, 1904. They had four Sree 
children: Gladys Elizabeth, Willye Clay, Tommie Boney, and Virginia 2.40 
Katherine. Clay was a contractor and farmer. Both Clay and Virgie ^^ | 
were pillars of Causeyville Baptist Church. He died June 12, 1950. bun 


Virgie died August 27, 1973. They are buried in the Causeyville Ле 
Baptist Church Cemetery, Causeyville, MS. the ont. 
Herbert (Hub) Harmon Williams was born February 14, 1881. Не p 


married Rilla Powell, sister to Lula Mae Powell, who married John Asa 
Williams. То this union were born five children: Aven, Hubert, Myra, 
Robert and Davis. Hub died March 2, 1940. He is buried at the 
Causeyville Baptist Church Cemetery beside his wife and little son, 
Robert. | | | 

All these thirteen children of Boney and Eliza Mae Williams were 
born either in Choctaw County, Alabama, or Clarke County, Mississippi. 
They were all of the Baptist faith as were the parents and all married 
into families of that faith. 

Boney and Eliza Mae did much in their lives toward the enrichment 
and culture of the communities in which they lived. Both were devoted 
to their church and enjoyed participating in the activities offered. 
Eliza Mae died December, 1920. Boney died November, 1921. They are 
buried in the Causeyville Baptist Church Cemetery, also. 

The later generations can be added to this record to broaden and 
reveal the ever-widening family connections. 1% is such an interesting 
thought to know we are here in this country today because Joggi and Eva 
Boni were daring enough to leave their country of Switzerland to come 


to America in 1736. 18 
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After arriving in North Carolina, Joggi anglicized his name. He 
became Jacob Boney. That surname, a rare one, has been used as first 
and middle names, also, down through the generations. The beholders 
can be proud! I appreciate Joggi and Eva's efforts to come to America. 
Had they remained in Switzerland, the generations of people we love 
and remember would never have been. 
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References: 
Research on the Boney Lineage by Emily Boney Bell and James A. Bell, 
(on file in library, Butler, Choctaw County, Alabama). 


The Wells Family written by the late J.W. Wells of Arkansas. (Book 
now out of print.) 


The Incomplete History of the Boney Usher Williams Family by Ava Dee 
Camp Hyde. 


Lists of Swiss Emigrants in the 18th Century to the American Colonies, 
Volume II, page 99, by Faust and Brumbaugh. 
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The Boney Family has an annual reunion each August in Wallace, 
North Carolina, where the first Wimberk is buried. | 


Boney reunions are also held оп the third and fourth Sundays in 
April in churches in Choctaw County, Alabama. | 
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In the Ava Dee Williams Camp paper: The History of the Boney Usher 
Williams Family, it is stated that: (page one), "It is thought that the 
two families were related...that possibly Boney and Eliza were third 
cousins". | 

Ву careful connections, we have determined they were second cousins. 
The following information (that was not available at the time Ava Dee's 
writing) explains the relationship: 

| Boney Usher Williams descended from Wimberk Boney I's daughter, Ann 
"Nancy" Boney who married Jacob Wells III. 

Elizabeth (Eliza) Mae Boney descended from Wimberk Boney I's son, 
James Boney, through his son, Kinsey or (Kensey). 

James Boney and Ann "Nancy" Boney Wells were brother and sister, 
children of Wimberk Boney I, who was the son of Joggi Boni (Jacob Boney). 
Joggi Boni was the emigrant who came to America from Switzerland in 1736. 


indicated below is the direct line of descendants: 


 Joggi Boni-------------------- same----------------- Joggi Boni 

fathered fathered 

Winberk Boney. I----5-25«- e SRMess ec eee c Que nee Wimberk Boney I 

who fathered | | who fathered 

Ann "Nancy" Boney Wells----sister and brother------ James Boney 

who gave birth to | who fathered 

Martha Wells Williams---------- first cousins------- Kinsey Boney 

who gave birth to who fathered 

Boney Usher Williams.-------- second cousins-------- Elizabeth Boney Williams. 


+ 


(Boney and Eliza were joined together in matrimony, 1857.) 


Joggi Boni was great-great grandfather to Boney Usher Williams and 
to Elizabeth (Eliza) Mae Boney. | 

Wimberk Boney is the great grandfather to both. 
(There were other incidents where our families were related and inter- 
married, but this lineage is the one in which we, the descendants of Boney 
Usher Williams, are a part.) 

This information was made possible through the research of our cousin, 


Emily Boney Bell, of Gatlinburg, Tennessee. 306 


The Conch Shells 


In Causeyville, Mississippi, 1900, when Virginia Doris (Virgie) 
Rainer was eighteen years old, her friend, Richard Clay Williams, 
gave her two conch shells he had found on Santa Rosa Island when he 
was in Pensacola, Florida, visiting his brother, Bob. Clay and Virgie 
had marriage in mind, but Virgie's father, Tom Rainer, had someone 
else selected for her. Virgie reasoned with her father that she loved 
Clay. Finally, he told her if she would wait four years, if she then 
still loved Clay, she could marry him. She waited. In the meantime, 
Clay bought land and built a home for them to move into on their wedding 
day. They lived in that home forty-eight years. 

When Virgie was twenty-two and Clay, twenty-five, they were mar- 
ried February 17, 1904. Their wedding was the first to be held in the 
"new" Causeyville Baptist Church. (The church has since been replaced 
with a larger, brick building.) 

Today, those conch shells are still with the family. (And may 
they always be.) Virgie and Clay's oldest daughter, Gladys, has one, 
and one of their granddaughters, Shirley, has the other. ‘The shells 
are very old and unattractive, but they are cherished symbols to all 


who remember Virgie and Clay. 


Boney Usher, Jr., Ordained Baptist Minister, 1862-1884 


Boney Usher Williams, Jr., was born August 5, 1862. He grew to 
manhood and became an ordained Baptist minister. In 1884, when he was 
twenty-one years old, he was a ministerial student at Clinton College, 
(now known as Mississippi College), in Clinton, Mississippi. He 
became ill with pneumonia. His parents, Boney and Eliza Mae Wiilliams, 
lived in ее а, А . The nearest telegraph office was 
in Meridian, MS. A message was sent there in hopes of somehow reaching 
Boney, Jr's. family. It so happened that Boney, Sr. was in Meridian 
that day that the message arrived. In those days, Meridian was small, 
and everyone knew each other. Someone knew Boney, Sr. was in town and | 
gave him the message. Boney decided to board the next train to Jackson, 
so he asked someone to ride to his home and tell his wife and children. 
By the time Boney, Sr. arrived in Clinton, Boney, Jr. had been dead 
four hours. There was nothing to do but set about the task of taking 
the body home which took several days. Eliza and the rest of the Гап- 
ily did not know of Boney, Jr's. death until the horse-drawn wagon 
with the pine coffin aboard rolled into their front yard. They were 
stunned! Boney, Jr. had beer dearly loved. A bit of everyone died 
with hin. | | | 

Years later, Boney, Jr!s brother, Richard Clay, had a grandson 
attend Mississippi College as a ministerial student. His name is 
Richard Brooks Smith. He is the son of Gladys Williams Smith, oldest 
daughter of Richard Clay Williams. Richard became a Baptist minister 
and is now (1982) the minister of Glendale Baptist Church, Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Other family members, through the years, have attended Mississippi 


College, also. 
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HOW WILLYE CLAY'S МАМЕ САМЕ TO BE 
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When my Mother was born September 23, 1907, her parents didn't 
have a name selected for their second child. They had named their 
first born Gladys Elizabeth Williams, but a name for а second dau- 
ghter just wouldn't come to mind. | 

One Sunday, two weeks later, Cousin Alma, the country doctor's 
wife, and Virgie were on their way to Causeyville Baptist Church 
with Gladys and the new baby in the wagon. Dr. William James 
Anderson, or Dr. Billy as he was known, had given his permission 
to take the baby out. Realizing the baby didn't yet have a name, 
Cousin Alma stopped the wagon in the middle of the swamp, and told 
Virgie they just had to think of a name because when they got to 
church, the people would be asking what it was. Virgie couldn't 
make up her mind, so Alma said, "I know. My husband is William 
James and yours is Richard Clay. Let's name her after my man and: 
your man!" So, the name: Willye Clay Williams was history. Gladys 
was always jealous of Mama because SHE was named after their Father. 

My Mother never liked the "Willye" part of her name, so when 
she grew up and left home for Pensacola, Florida, she told everybody 
her name was Billye. When I grew up, I had to remember that in 
Pensacola, Mama was Billye, but when she was around relatives or in 
Meridian, she was Willye Clay. 

When I attended Mississippi College, there was a motel on the 
highway nearby called The Bill Will. І thought that would be a good 
name for Mama, but she didn't like that, either. І had to continue 
remembering that sometimes Mama was Billye, and other times, she was 
Willye Clay. At this writing, Gladys is 81 years old and still 
jealous of Mama's name. Just ask her. She'll tell you with a 


twinkle in her eye! 


Shirley Jackson Davis 
May 28, 1986 
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Weinbert (Wimberk) Boney was youngest son listed of Joggi Boni and wife, Eva 
© ler. They are listed as coming to America in 1736 in Volume II (two vol. 
ain one book) of Lists of Swiss Emigrants in the Eighteenth Century to the 
himerican Colonies, by Faust and Brumbaugh. Wimberk was baptized Oct. 7, 1731, 
and may not have been more than eight days old at that time as was the custom. 
Wimberk's will of 1801 lists eight sons and two daughters. Boney Usher 
Williams' mother, Martha Wells was Wimberk's grand-daughter through Wimberk's 
daughter, Ann "Nancy" Boney, who married Jacob Wells III. | 

Boney Usher Williams' wife, Elizabeth Mae or Eliza Mae Boney, (I have seen it 
both ways), was a great granddaughter of Wimberk Boney I through his son, 
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James Boney, through James' son, Kensey, Eliza Mae being Kensey's youngest 
daughter by his first wife, Keziah Green. Record of both of his marriages 
may be found in Clarke County, Alabama records. 
Eliza Mae was living with her sister, Arulia Jane Boney Pigford, (Wm. Pig- 
ford's wife) in Lauderdale County, Mississippi, in 1850 Census Records. Note 
that William Pigford's mother was Elizabeth Wells, a sister of Martha Wells 
who married Byrd Williams. | 
James Boney married Penelope (Penny) Wells, or we think she was a Wells. They 
lived in Clarke County, Alabama in 1830 census. James was dead by that time, 
but Penny was there with an unmarried son, Felix. Кепѕеу was there, also. 
Ву 1840, Penny and Felix had moved to Lauderdale County, Mississippi, and 
Kensey soon followed. Williams and Pigford families came about that time 
and though related, they intermarried. Іп fact, Felix Boney married Boney 
Üsher Williams' sister, Nancy. А descendant of Felix, Mrs. Melba Boney Wells, 
Box 702, Cameron, Texas, has done a tremendous amount of research on both 
Williams and Boney families. She has been able to find records in the Mer- 
3dian Courthouse to prove that Penny Boney remarried some time after 1846 
and made deeds to property to four of her children: Kensey, Boney, Felix 
Boney, and two daughters...one that married a Мапа the other, a Finley. 
Pigfords and Boneys at that time lived a mile or two south of presen day 
Toomsuba. Deeds were recorded in 1858. 
You have undoubtedly seen а Williams' Family: History of some three pages on 
your family written about 1953 from data supposedly furnished by one James 
Lafayette Williams who married an older sister of your Richard Clay Williams. 
йу ‘Ле this history has а lot of real good data, it has a lot of errors, too. 
...&5 to places and names. For example, it says that Kensey Boney was the 
son of William Boney, whereas it should say of James Boney. | 
| | о , | 
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My great grandfather was Morris Boney, who lived in Conecuh County, Alabama, 
in 1820, ала:Сопесаћ County then included Escambia County, Alabama, (Brewton 
area). We are almost positive from a number of circumstantial evidences that 
Morris was an older brother of Kensey and Felix, and another sister not men- 
tioned above, Polly, married a Jones and is thought to have moved to Miss- 
issippi, also. 

I have written a short history on my line with incidental mentioning of the 
others, but it is not complete because now and then we run upon new bits of ` 
information. I have two books that I paid $30.00 for. One is on the Wells 
Family. It is 23 inches thick and is out of print. I am 69 years old and 

my husband is 71. We are not as active as we were a few years ago. I 
really don't know whether we can be of a lot óf help to you. Almost all the 
families has a large number of children and the lines run into the thousands. 
It is interesting to know about them, but too exhaustive to work on anything 
but the immediate family for us anymore. Have you contacted Miss Winnie Ford 
and her sister who live in Quitman? They are of your Williams line and are 
fine people. I suggest you contact Melba Boney Wells in Texas (mentioned 

at те.) She might have something interesting. Happy hunting, у 

Emily Boney Bell |Z 
(Mrs. James A.) 
Route 1 Box 96 
Gatlinburg, TN 37738 
April, 1978 
Fost Boriobs 
Boney Family has an annual : reunion each August in Wallace, North 

Carolina, where the first Wimberk is buried. We have been twice, several 
-years ago. Of the eight sons and two daughters, only one daughter and three 
‘sons know much about each other. The others either moved away from the area 
(like James) or somehow lost their line. There are plenty of other Boneys in 
the area but they cannot trace themselves back to any one of the eight sons. 
Then Wimberk had a brother Jacob (01а Joggi changed to Jacob) older then he 
(Wimberk) who seems to have had children, but Jacob's Will is not clear. 
Wimberk's youngest son also came to Alabama апа lived near Emelle (north of 
York.) He died in 1845 and all his family seems to have moved to Lousiana. 
I have had contact with the later generations. The North Carolina folks 

= m to think that Wimberk"s son, Jacob, also came to Alabama. I have found 
at least two lines that are in census records that I cannot identify. Then 
there were two younger boys, Michael and David, that no one can positively 


say: "I am from him." 4: 
Emily Boney Bell y 
April, 1978 M 
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general and pastor of St. Henry’s church, until his removal on May 1, 1891, when he was appointed 
chancellor of the archdiocease and pastor of St. Mary’s church (archbishopric), continuing at the 
same time in the capacity of vicar-general. 

Capt. Е. M. Boland, proprietor of the Southern Chain works ві 196 and 198 Magazine 
street, New Orleans, La., has been established in this business since 1880, and through his own 
good management and energy he has made the business a success. His is the only establishment 
of the kind in the city, and consequently receives a large patronage. The extent of his business 
necessitates the assistance of ten employes, who are experienced and competent. The rapidity with 
which his business has grown is due to his honesty of purpose arid enthusiasm, ав well ав to a 
thorough knowledge of his calling. He was born in Philadelphia, Penn., in 1841, and obtained his 
education in the public schools of the Quaker city. His father, Dominick Boland, was born on the 
beautiful isle of Erin, and came to the United States when a young man, locating in Philadelphia 
ав a general blacksmith, afterward becoming a manufacturer of chains. He retired from active 
business life in 1881. In 1857 the subject of this sketch entered his father’s shups, where he 
remained until July, 1863, when he joined the Fifty-first militia, but later enlisted in the regular 
service, and was elected captain of Company K. During the remainder of the war he served along 
the Ohio river, and upon being mustered out of the service returned home and again entered his 
father’s establishment. In 1880 he came to New Orleans and established his present business, the 
trade at this point having been supplied by his father at Philadelphia for many years, and here he 
has built up a lucrative business. He is well known in commercial circles, and his business transac- 
tions have elicited none but the heartiest praise. During the last election Mr. Boland was a candi. 
date for the legislature from hie ward, and although he polled а large vote he was defeated by 
the opposing candidate. He ів a member of the G. А. R., and socially belongs to the I. О. О. Е. 
and the K. of H. He was married in this city recently to Miss Josephine Whittaker, a resident of 
the Crescent city. | | | 

а. L. Boney is a native of Alabama, where ће was born June 11, 1829, in Clark county. He is 
в son of К. Boney, who was born in North Carolina, in 1802, and who was of German descent, being 
а son of James and Penny Boney. Mr. К. Boney was reared in North Carolina until nearly grown, 
when he removed with his parents to Alabama. Не received а limited education in North Carolina. 
In 1825 he was married to Keziah Collins Green, a native of South Carolina, who саше to Alabama 
when about two years of age. То them were born nine children, seven of whom are living. They 
were named Anilia Jane; James, who died before grown; Green Livingstone, our subject; Margaret 
M.; James Robert; Eliza Mary; Amelia Anna; Kinsie Lewis; Rache) Keziah (deceased). К; Boney 
was a farmer and always lived a quiet life. He removed to Lauderdale county, Miss., where 
he remained until his death, which occurred in. 1867, his wife having died in 1845. G. Г. Boney 
received a good common-school education and began life for himself in J anuary, 1850. Coming to 
Hinds county, he engaged in menaging a pluntation near Jackson, Miss., where he remained 
four years. He then assumed charge of Joe Davis’ plantation in Warren county, Miss., with 
whom he remained four years. December 31, 1857, he was married to Mrs. Martha E. (Cocke) Pier- 
воп, в native of Hinds county, Miss. In 1858 our subject removed to Madison parish, La., 
where he took charge of Г. Р. & J. Culverson's property, with whom he continued two 
years. He was employed in managing the levee contracting until 1860, when he removed to prop- 
erty he had purchased on Big Black island, which he still owns, In 1862 he entered the army in 
Company К, of Abbey’s battery of the First Mississippi artillery. He served until tbe close of the 
war and was in the battle of Plain's Store and siege of Port Hudson, La., near Mobile, where he 
was captured, was recaptured at Blakely, taken prisoner and taken to Ship island, where ће was 
kept prisoner until the close of the war. He was also in the siege of Port Hudson, and was once 
wounded by a spent ball. During the war, the family of G. L. Boney refugeed in eastern Missis- 
sippi. He had accumulated considerable property and owned a number of slaves, and after the war 
he was obliged to begin anew. He purchased a small place in eastern Mississippi, and sent his 
family, which consisted of his wife and two small boys, there for a time. He soon returned 
to Madison parish, and fora year engaged in managing a plantation, and then engaged in 
planting for bimself. In 1868 he rented land in Duck Port, where he remained about 
one year, when he purchased в portion of the Culverson property, consisting of about 300 
acres. In January, 1870, he purchased Duck Port plantation, where be now resides. This planta- 
tion consists of 660 acres. He is also the owner of 450 acres at Harris Field, 200 acres at 
Paw Paw island, and Big Black island, which contains several thousand acres. He makes cotton his 
principal crop, bis plantation yielding from 500 to 700 bales. He reises also corn and potatoes, 


25 


а MEMOIRS OF LOUISIANA. 303 


shipping large quantities to northern markets, shipping to St. Louis, Kansas City and Chicago. In 
1890 he shipped about 2,500 barrels of potatoes. He also raises quite a goodly number of horses 
and mules each year for his own use. Richard Kinsey Boney, the son of our subject, was born on 
Culverson plantation in 1858, while his father was manager of that place. He attended the Virginia 
Military institute and graduated from tbere in 1878. He is an atterney at Јат, receiving his legal 
education at the University of Louisiana, where he graduated in 1880. He practiced a few years in 
Madison parish, and then removed to St. Paul, Minn., where he practiced for four years, until 
1890, when he removed to the new town of South Bend, Wash. James Green Boney was 
born in Clinton, Hinds county, Miss., in 1860. He has attended several good schools, Cooper 
Institute, Sewanee, Tenn., Radolph-Macon college, Virginia, and the Virginia Military insti. 
tute. Jn 1881 he married Miss Emma Patrick, of Danville, Va. To them have been born two chil- 
dren, named Green Livingstone Jr. and May. James G. resides on his father’s plantation. 
Augustus Pierson was born on February 14. 1849. He was а son of Mrs. Boney by, her former 
marriage. He was educated in the common schools and at an excellent school at Milligan’s Bend. 
He met his death by accidental drowning in the river, in 1885. ©. І. Boney, in 1877, was appointed 
police juror of the Third ward of Madison parish and served one term. In-1870 he was appointed 
postmaster at Duck Port, and has held that responsible position ever since. - Politically be is, and 
always has been a conservative democrat.’ He is not a politician in the ordinary sense of the term, 
but takes a keen interest in the political affairs of the parish and state. He was a strong, active and 
efficient opponent.of the Louisians state lottery, and of all other forms of gambling, and has ren- 
dered important service in their abridgement or suppression in this locality. He has recently been 
appointed police juror of the Second ward, Madison parish, a fitting recognition of his high 
character and ability. | Е | 

Among the extensive enterprises which form the basis of the prosperity and importance of Terre 
Bonne parish ів the sugar cane industry, in which Felix A. Bonvillain, planter, Houma, La., 
ranks among the foremost. Не is a native-born resident of the parish, his birth occurring in 1865, 
and for five years he attended school at Houma, but subsequently entered Thibodeaux college which 
he was obliged to leave before completing his education on account of ill'health. In 1888 he began 
for himself as manager on the large plantation of ‘‘ Laurel Farm"' and is now one of the most enter- 
prising and progressive young planters of the parish. He is oneof eight children —five sons and three 
daughters—four sons and two daughters now living, born to Alphonso and Camille (Burguiever) Bon. 
villain, both natives of the Creole state, the father born in 1836 and the mother in 1846. The father 
began life for himself as a planterin Louisiana and this occupation be has followed ever since. He 
was married in 1859. He is the owner of two plantations, Argyle and Mulberry, consisting of 1,200 
acres, and on each are large sugar houses. He has 400 acres under cultivation and his principal 
crops are cane and corn. Не refines his own sugar and is doing an extensive business. They have 
more cane planted this year (1891) than formerly and expect larger returns. Mr. Bonvillain was 
president of the police jury ‘for a number of years and has held other local positions. During the 
Civil war, or in 1864, he enlisted in the confederate army and served until the close. He partici- 
pated in thesiege of Vicksburg and other engagements of minor importance. | 2 

Dr. M. Е. Bonzano. А scholarly hermit, a peaceful philosopher, living an existence approaching, 
in its unique features, that pictured in the verses of the pastoral poets, is Dr. Maximilian Ferdinand 
Bonzano, who, after years of the most active public life, is now residing quietly at his ‘‘ Hermitage" 
plantation in St. Bernard parish. Dr. Bonzano was born on the 22d of March, 1821, in the city of 
Ehingen, on the Danube, in the kingdom of Wurtemberg, Germany. After attending the schools 
and colleges of his native city, he came to America with his father and brother in 1835. While the 
fether, Nicholas Antonio Bonzano, whose wife with four younger sons and two daughters remained in 
Germany, had no intention of settling permanently in this country, visited the Red River country and 
eastern parts of the rising young republic of Texas, where he purchased some lands on the Angolina 
river, the subject of this sketch found his first occupation ав в roller boy in the printing office of William 
McKean & Uo., corner of Camp and Common streets, now the’ site of Llyon’s drug building. 
While so engaged the two printers, George W. Kendall and F. A. Lumsden, started a newspaper, 
which they decided to call the “Picayune.” They had a small office on Gravier street, which was fitted 
іп a most primitive style. Its condition was well displayed in the semi-centennial edition of the 
“Picayune,” published in 1887, in which tbe first paper was reproduced. The compositor’s cases were, 
in this birthplace of the paper, on old dry-goods boxes, but Messrs. Lumsden and Kendall had no 
press. Their forms were set up and locked before arrangements were made for a press. Finally 
negotiations were completed whereby George L. Shortt, generously, && manager and partner of the 
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shipping large quantities to northern markets, shipping to St. Louis, Каовав City and Chicago. In 
1890 Бе shipped abont 2,500 barrels of potatoes. He also raises quite a goodly number of horses 
aod mules each year for hie own use. Richard ‘Kinsey Boney, the son of our subject, was born on 
Culverson plantation in 1858, while bis father was manager of that place. He altended the Virginia 
Military institute and graduated from there in 1878. He is an atterney at Jaw, receiving his legal 
education at the University of Louisiana, where he graduated in 1880. He practiced a few years in 
Madison parish, and then removed to St. Pau}, Minn., where he practiced for four years, until 
1890, when he removed to the new town of South Bend, Wash. James Green Boney was 
born in Clinton, Hinds county, Miss., in 1800. He has attended several good scbools, Cooper 
Institute, Sewanee, Tenn., Radol ph-Macon college, Virginia, and the Virginia Military insti. 
tute. In 1861 he married Miss Emma Patrick, of Danville, Va. To them have been born two chil- 
dren, named Green Livingstone Jr. and May. James G. resides on his father's plantation. 
Augustus Pierson was born on February 14. 1849. Не wasa son of Mre. Boney by. her former 
marriage. He was educated in the common schools and at an excellent school at Milligan's Bend. 
He met his death by accidental drowning in the river; in 1885. G.L. Boney, in 1877, was appointed 
police juror of the Third ward of Madison parish aud served one term. 10-1870 he was appointed 
postmaster at Duck Port, and has held that responsible position ever since. - Politically he is, and 
always has been в conservative democrat.’ He js not a politician in the ordinary sense of the term, 
but takes a keen interest in the political affairs of the parish and state. He was a strong, active and 
efficient oppouent of ihe Louisiana state lottery, and of all other forms of gambling, and has геп. 
dered important service in their abridgement or suppression in this locality. Не has recently been 
appointed police juror of the Second ward, Madison parish, a fitting recognition of his high 
character and ability. um | | 

Among the extensive enterprises which form the basia of the prosperity and importance of Terre 
Bonne parish is the sugar cane industry,-in which Felix А. Bonvillain, planter, Houma, La., 
ranks among the foremost. Не is а native-born resident of the parish, his birth occurring in 1865, 
and for five years he attended schoo! at Houma, but subsequently entered Thibodeaux college which 
he was obliged to leave before completing his education on account of ill'health. In 1883 he began 
for himself as manager or the large plantation of “ Laure! Farm” and is now one of the most enter. 
prising and progressive young planters of the parish. He is one of eight children —five sons and three 
daughters—four sons and two daughters now living, born to Alphonso and Camille (Burguiever) Bon- 
villain, both natives of the Creole state, the father born in 1836 and the mother in 1846. The father 
began life for himself as a planter in Louisiana and this occupation be has followed ever since. He 
was married iu 1850. Не is the owner of two plantations, Argyle and Mulberry, consisting of 1,200 
acres, aud on each are large sugar houses. Не has 400 acres under cultivation and his principal 
Crops are сапе and corn. Не refines his own sugar and is doing an extensive business. They have 
more cane planted this year (1891) than formerly and expect larger returns. Mr. Bonvillain was 
president of the police jury for a number of years and bas held other local positions. During the 
Civil war, or in 1864, he enlisted in the confederate army and served until theclose. He partici- 
pated in the siege of Vicksburg and other engagements of minor importance. a 

Dr. М. Е. Bonzano. A scholarly hermit, a peaceful philosopher, living an existence approaching, 
in ita unique features, that pictured in the verses of the pastoral] poets, is Dr. Maximilian Ferdinand 
Bonzano, who, after years of the most active public life, is now residiog quietly at his ‘* Hermitage" 
plantation in Si. Bernard parish. Dr. Bonzano was born on the 22d of March, 1821, in the city of 
Ebingen, on the Danube, in the kingdom of Wurtemberg, Germany. After attending the schools 
and colleges of his native city, ће came to America with his father and brother in 1835. While the 
Г :Бег, Nicholas Antonio Bonzano, whose wife with four younger sons and two daughters remained in 
Germany, bad по intention of settling permanently io this country, visited the Red River country and 
eastern parts of the rising young republic of Texas, where he purchased some lands on the Angelina 
river, the subject of this sketch found his first occupation as 8 roller boy in the printing office of William 
McKean & Co., corner of Camp aud Common streets, now the’ site of Llyon’s drug building. 
While so engaged the two printers, George W. Kendall and Е. A. Lumsden, started a newspaper, 
which they decided to call the “Picayune.” They bad a small office on Gravier street, which was fitted 
in à most primitive style. Its condition was wel] displayed in the semi-centennial edition of the 
“Picayune,” published in 1887, in which the first paper was reproduced. The compositor’s cases were, 
in this birthplace of the paper, on old dry-goods boxes, but Messrs. Lumaden and Kendall bad no 
press. Their forms were set up and locked before arrangements were made for a press. Finally 
negotiatious were completed whereby George L. Shortt, generously, as manager and partner of the 
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general and pastor of St. Henry's church, until his removal on May 1, 1801, when he was appointed 
chancellor of the archdiocease and pastor of St. Mary's church (archbishopric), continuing at the 
ваше time in tbe capacity of vicar-general. 

Capt. Е. M. Boland, proprietor of the Southern Chain works ві 196 and 198 Magazine 
street, New Orleans, La., has been established in this business since 1880, and through his own 
good management and energy he has made the business a success. His is the only establishment 
of the kind in the city, and consequently receives a large patronage. | The extent of his business 
neceesitates the assistance of ten employes, who are experienced and competent. The rapidity with 
which his business has grown is due to his honesty of purpose arid enthusiasm, ав well as to a 
thorough knowledge of his calling. He was born in Philadelphia, Penn., in 1841, and obtained his 
education in the public acbools of the Quaker city. His father, Dominick Boland, was born on the 
beautiful isle of Erin, and came to the United States when a young man, locating in Philadelphia 
вв а general blacksmith, afterward becoming 8 manufacturer of chains. He retired from active 
business life in 1881. In 1857 the subject of this sketch entered his father's shops, where he 
remained until July, 1803, when ће joined the Fifty-first militia, but later enlisted in the regular 
service, and was elected captain of Company K. During the remainder of the war he served along 
the Ohio river, and upon being mustered out of the service returned home and again entered his 
father’s establishment. In 1880 he came to New Orleans and established hie present business, the 
trade at this point having been supplied by bis father at Philadelphia for many years, and here he 
bas built up a lucrative business. He is well known in commercial circles, and his business transac- 
tions bave elicited none but the heartiest praise. During the last election Mr. Boland was a candi- 
date for the legislature from his ward, and although he polled а large vote be was defeated by 
the opposing candidate. He is a member of the ФА. R., and socially belongs to the I. О, О. Е. 
and the Е. of Н. Не was married in this city recently to Mies Josephine Whittaker, а resident of 
the Crescent city. | | 

G. Г. Вопеу is a native of Alabama, where he was born June 11, 1829, in Clark county. He is 
a son of К. Boney, who was born in North Carolina, in 1802, and who was of German descent, being 
a son of James and Penny Boney. Mr. К. Boney was reared in North Carolina until nearly grown, 
when he removed with his parents to Alabama. Не received a limited education in North Carolina. 
In 1825 he was married to Keziah Colline Green, a native of South Carolina, whocame to Alabama 
when about two years of age. To them were born nine children, seven of whom are living. They 
were named Anilia Jane; James, who died before grown; Greeu Livingstone, our subject; Margaret 
M.; James Robert; Eliza Магу; Amelia Anna; Кіпвіе Lewis; Rachel Keziah (deceased). К. Boney 
was a farmer and always lived a quiet life. He removed to Lauderdale county, Miss., where 
he remained until his death, which occurred in 1867, his wife having died in 1845. G. Г. Boney 
received а good common-school education and began life for himself in January, 1850. Coming to 
Hinds county, he engaged in managing a plantation near Jackson, Miss., where he remained 
four years. He then assumed charge of Joe Davis’ plantation in Warren county, Miss., with 
whom he remained four years. December 31, 1857, he was married to Mrs. Martha E. (Cocke) Pier- 
воп, в native of Hinds county, Miss. In 1858 our subject removed to Madison parish, La., 
where he took charge of L. P. & J. Culverson's property, with whom he continued two 
years. Не was employed in managing the levee contracting until 1860, when he removed to prop- 
erty be had purchased on Big Black island, which he still owns. In 1862 he entered the army in 
Compauy Е, of Abbey’s battery of the First Mississippi artillery. He served until tbe close of the 
war and was in the battle of Plain's Store and siege of Port Hudson, La., near Mobile, where he 
was captured, was recaptured at Blakely, taken prisoner and taken to Ship island, where he was 
kept prisoner until the close of the war. He was also in the siege of Port Hudson, and was once 
wounded by a spent ball. During the war, the family of G. L. Boney refugeed in eastern Missis- 
sippi. He had accumulated considerable property and owned a number of slaves, and after the war 
he was obliged to begin anew. Не purchased в small place in eastern Mississippi, and sent his 
family, which consisted of his wife and two small boys, there for a time. He soon returned 
to Madison parish, and fora year engaged in managing a plantation, and then engaged in 
planting for bimself. In 1868 be rented land in Duck Port, where he remained about 
one year, when be purchased в portion of the Culverson property, consisting of about 300 
астев. In January, 1870, he purchased Duck Port plantation, where he now resides. This planta- 
tion consists of 660 acres. Не is also the owner of 450 acros at Harris Field, 200 acres at 
Paw Paw island, and Big Black island, which contains several thousand acres. He makes cotton his 
principal crop, bis plantation yielding from 500 to 700 bales. He roises also corn and potatoes, 
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The Conch Shells 


In Causeyville, Mississippi, 1900, when Virginia Doris (Virgie) 
Rainer was eighteen years old, her friend, Richard Clay Williams, 
gave her two conch shells he had found on Santa Rosa Island when he 
was in Pensacola, Florida, visiting his brother, Bob. Clay and Virgie 
had marriage in mind, but Virgie's father, Tom Rainer, had someone 
else selected for her. Virgie reasoned with her father that she loved 
Clay. Finally, he told her if she would wait four years, if she then 
still loved Clay, she could marry him. She waited. In the meantime, 
Clay bought land and built a home for them to move into on their wedding 
day. They lived in that home forty-eight years. 

When Virgie was twenty-two and Clay, twenty-five, they were mar- 
ried February 17, 1904. Their wedding was the first to be held in the 
"new" Causeyville Baptist Church. (The church has since been replaced 
with a larger, brick building.) 

Today, those conch shells are still with the family. (And may 
they always be.) Virgie and Clay's oldest daughter, Gladys, has one, 
and one of their granddaughters, Shirley, has the other. The shells 
are very old and unattractive, but they are cherished symbols to all 


who remember Virgie and Clay. 
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